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Director Mark Feijo, right, works on his documentary film “B-17, Flying Legend.” Below, the DVD cover,

Filmmaker in love with B-17s

Former NVHS
student has made
documentary on
Flying Fortresses

Dy Barbara Daity

Back [n 1968, Mark Feijd
was 4 Hrazilian exchange o
derd at North Yalley High
Sehioo] who vwend Lo 3 prom
and met bis [ofure wife, Dar
cie Chrislensen, then a
Cranis Pass High Schood
serar, Today, the cotple Hve
in ¥an Noys, Calif ; be's an
award-wioning film direcior
and prodocer, and she's the
travel manager for Capitol
Hecords.

Feij's "B-17 Flying Leg-
end.” a film about the jeg-
endary World War 11 eamiber
wom [Lrst prise al e S0
lisusion [nfernational Film
Fesatival in the ralisgory i
documentary (lm lefs than 60
minutes in length, The fllm
alan peerived the s :::r'-

chaiee awiard at the Palm
Springs Festival of Festival
and it was honored at Lhe
Newpori Beach Film Festd
val In addition, the Discos
ery Channe] in the Liniled
Kingdam recenlly oblalned
broadcasting nghls

The [ilm alss garnered
high pralse frem Warld War
11 historian Michsel Faley
*Thia new documenlary 18 (he
most in-depth study of the Last
remaming (Ivabie B-17% 10
exisience (oday. (118 beautl
fully edited with current and
histaric loolage,”™ he =y

The B-17, knosn as “The
Queen of the Skies,” has been
creddited with the defrat of
Nazi Germany by the Allies In
World War [1. Although 11,771
of the planes were bullt dur
ing the war, only 13 are capa
ble of Nying today

The (ilm, a labor of love
for Feljs, marked his debut
% a feature (ilm director: He
coniucted his oW ressarch,
worked on the p;rﬂj-r'tl m:ll?
o mare 1han thres years
L.u-.t fnanced if out of his own

ket. Feij completed the
Efnl cut 'm{,tm 2000, and “B-

iR o

12,731 were bullt... today only 34 13 still fly

ar of vy

17 Filyung La gl ™ was
rieliaesyd] as g DV pariler
YEar

“The [ilm prembared al Lhe
Falm Springs Alr Museam,
100 people altended, and we
arranged for one of the last
operating B-17x 1o do a My
over alterwards. The whale
crowd applanded, and many
people were erying The pilots
who Mlew the plane (n combal
were amanng. amd Il s exci
ing when they thank us for
telling their story. U | never
e . ny out of i1, 1 know |
tapehed many lives with this
project.” said Feijs, 13, ina
recent phone Inlervies

“Everyone Uhinks that [k
174 are a subject (hat would
a al o psmeone {rom an
nm generation, bul they ve
fascinated me ever gince |

wol Darcle off at the

Madford Airport in 1988 and
gaw o parked there, | didn't
have £ with me that day Lo

pay for a tour of the plane
though,® he laughs ‘ll-u.l.
MARY Years Laler | saw o RS
special aboul a Eatisnary dis
}1..1:-' af [1-17% In Southern Call
ormia. That show sparked my
interest, and | [ell (n love with
the subject

Befrre Feljd established his
“Fortress Films® production
company and started in on the
B-17 fikm project, he wrote
and direeted siveral thort
flms and worked on hundseds
of Feature [Iims

As for his next project,
Fieijo says ho's thinking about
tirecting a Mim in Russis

Feljo grew up In o de
Janelro and gracduated (rom
kigh schoal there In Decem
ber 1987, Since he wasn't slat
e 1o start college unti] the
fall, be accepled a friend’s
invilation o visit Merlin, and
hao enrolled as & senior al

North Valley High School in
Jamuary, 1
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iy 1'd niver mowed groas

before, and 1 loved L and
there s nothing ke waking up
in the morning and seeing
doer in the vard ™ he &y
Lhinsiensen s [amily cama
Lk ::‘I Area generals T RN
and ber great-greal grand

mother, Mamie Wilken, w;
the liret poadmaster of Galics

Fed o anid Christens
in teach alter they mei: She
wenl ol to Western Oregon
Universily in Monmaouth
while be alimnded Kogue
Community Callege [or two
years beflore graduating from
California State University,
Narthridge, with a major in
sCTecnwTiting

The couple married and
moved o Van Nuyvs, Calif,
"It o the Fourth of July we
go back o the Rogus Valley
to vislt with Darcle's [amily *
Feijd mays .

“Mark firmly believes in
being an independent produc
or. lle persevered, put his all
Lolo the film, and he's done 5
remarkable job * says Felph's
[ather-toelvw, Jim (hris.
tenaen of Grants Pass
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Reach reporter Barbara
Raily a1 A0-3137 ar
bbaily @ thedallycourier. com
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